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(1)  Proceedings for abuse, neglect, or dependency of a juvenile, or for
abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an adult, for which there is a duty to
report under G.S.7B-301 and Article 6 of Chapter 108A of the
General Statutes, respectively.

(2) Disciplinary proceedings before the North Carolina State Bar or any
agency established to enforce standards of conduct for mediators.

(3)  Proceedings in which the mediator acts as a witness pursuant to
subsection (j) of this section.

(4)  Trials of a felony, during which a presiding judge may compel the
disclosure of any evidence arising out of the mediation, excluding a
statement made by the defendant in the action under mediation, if it is
to be introduced in the trial or disposition of the felony and the judge
determines that the introduction of the evidence is necessary to the
proper administration of justice and the evidence cannot be obtained
from any other source.

()  Written Agreements. — Any agreement reached in mediation shall be reduced
to writing and signed by the parties. A non-attorney mediator may assist parties in
reducing the agreement to writing.

(m) Dismissal Fee. — Where an agreement has been reached in mediation and the
case will be dismissed, the defendant shall pay to the clerk the dismissal fee of court set
forth in G.S. 7A-38.7. By agreement, all or any portion of the fee may be paid by a
person other than the defendant. The judge may in the judge's discretion waive the fee
for good cause shown.

(n)  Definitions. — As used in this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) Court. — A district court judge, a district attorney, or the designee of a
district court judge or district attorney.

(2)  Neutral observer. — Includes any person seeking mediator certification,
any person studying any dispute resolution process, and any person
acting as an interpreter."

SECTION 2. G.S. 7A-38.2(a) reads as rewritten:

"(@) The Supreme Court is—autherized—temay adopt standards of conduct for
mediators and other neutrals who are certified or otherwise qualified pursuant to
G.S. 7A-38.1, 7A-38.3, G-S-7A-38.3B, 7A-38.3D, and 7A-38.4A, or who participate in
proceedings conducted pursuant to those sections. The standards may also regulate
mediator and other neutral training programs. The Supreme Court may adopt procedures
for the enforcement of those standards."

SECTION 3. G.S. 7A-38.2(c) reads as rewritten:

"(c) The Dispute Resolution Commission shall consist of 45-16 members: five
judges appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, at least two of whom shall
be superior court judges, and at least two of whom shall be district court judges; one
clerk of superior court appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; two
mediators certified to conduct superior court mediated settlement conferences and two
mediators certified to conduct equitable distribution mediated settlement conferences
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; one certified district criminal
court mediator who is a representative of a community mediation center appointed by
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; two practicing attorneys who are not certified as
mediators appointed by the President of the North Carolina State Bar, one of whom
shall be a family law specialist; and three citizens knowledgeable about mediation, one
of whom shall be appointed by the Governor, one by the General Assembly upon the
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